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How should European countries organize themsel-
ves to help the most vulnerable of their citizens to 
avoid being trapped in social and medical disability ? 
How should limitations, disabilities and dependency 
be measured ? How do recent public policy trends, 
NGO Initiatives and advances in disability research 
impact on disability studies training programs and the 
life of people with disabilities ? 

The EHESP School of Public Health is organizing 
a meeting of reflection and discussion on this topic. 
Open to health professionals, deciders, and citizens 
organizations, this one-day meeting will take place in 
Amsterdam, on November 10th, 2010, from 8.30 am 
to 4 pm. The event will be held in English at the ope-
ning of the third European Public Health Conference, 
and will contrast and compare the different view-

points of European and North American researchers 
and trainers.

Within the framework of the European Year for Com-
bating Poverty, a first meeting will be held on the 
theme “Public health, poverty and disability”, on Sep-
tember 28th, 2010, from 9 am to 5 pm at UNESCO 
in Paris.
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08.30 - 9.00 Welcome

09.00 - 9.30 Opening ceremony

• Christine COLIN, full-time professor in Public Health, University of Montreal; Direc-
tor of Health Promotion - Quebec Mother and Child University Hospital Center ;
chair of EHESP scientific board 

• Pr. Antoine FLAHAULT, Dean of EHESP and President of ASPHER

09.30 - 11.00 Roundtable 1
Assessing, monitoring and comparing the functional health status of 
populations

Chairs: 
•  Jean-Marie ROBINE, Research Director « Demography and Health » - INSERM 
•  Martine BELLANGER, Economist - EHESP 

•  Nick FAHY, Head of the health information unit, Health and Consumers Directo-
rate-General - European Commission 
•  Manfred HUBER, Director a.i., Division of Information, Evidence, Research and 
Innovation - World Health Organisation
•  Jennifer MADANS, Associate Director for Science - National Center for Health 
Statistics UN Washington group / Budapest initiative
•  Richard KLEIN, Health Promotion Statistics Branch Chief - Center for Disease 
Control
•  Guus SCHRIJVERS, Economist, Professor of Public Health and Vice-Dean of 
the Netherlands School 
•  Gaetan LAFORTUNE, Senior Economist - Organisation for Economic Co-opera-
tion and Development (OECD)
•  Michael WOLFSON, Canada Research Chair in modeling systems on population 
health
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11.00 - 12.30 General discussion
Can the functional health status of populations be assessed and 
monitored with the same instruments for all countries, especially to 
monitor disabilities?

Chairs: 
• Marie-Aline BLOCH, Research director, EHESP
• Moïse DESVARIEUX, Infectious disease epidemiologist – EHESP

12.30 - 14.00 Lunch break

14.00 - 15.30

R

Roundtable 2
Research and training : the future of research in disability. 
How do recent public policy trends, NGO Initiatives and advances in 
disability research impact on disability studies training programs ?

Chairs
• Jeanine POMMIER, Professor - EHESP
• Carol JAGGER, Epidemiologist - Leicester Nuffield Research Unit 6 - Newcastle 
University

• Jamie BOLLING, European network of independant living director - Sweden
• Pamela BLOCK, Society for Disability studies president - Stony Brook University, 
New York
• Marcel CALVEZ, Sociology Professor -Rennes II University
• Alan ROULSTONE Applied Social Sciences Professor - Northumbria University, 
UK

15.30 - 16.00 Concluding remarks

• Pr. Antoine FLAHAULT, Dean of EHESP and President of ASPHER

16.30 - 17.00 Coffee break  
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