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Minister of Education, Peter Fraser, 1939 

“The Government’s objective, broadly expressed, is that every person, 
whatever his level of academic ability, whether he be rich or poor, 
whether he live in town or country, has a right as a citizen, to a free 
education of the kind for which he is best fitted, and to the fullest 
extent of his powers.” 

 

Note: in 1944 the school-leaving age was raised to 15. 













Te Kotahitanga results (Alton-Lee, 2015) 





Lessons 

• Are we measuring what’s authentically valued? By whose values? 
• Or, do policy-makers value what’s measurable?  

• i.e., summative, nationally consistent assessments. 

• Belonging and well-being 
• Do I “see myself” reflected positively in what happens at school? 

• Teacher professional development 
• And family and community involvement. 

• Cultural diversity and economic inequality. 

• Teaching as a dialectical relational process. 
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