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1. From equality of outcomes
to equality of opportunities

2. Inequality of access

IS ECEC PART OF THE SOLUTION e |
. e tensions between early learning and care
OR IS IT PART OF THE PROBLEM? 4. Embracing complexity




JusTick As FAIRNESS
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FROM EQUALITY OF OUTCOMES OF JUSTICEP
TO EQUALITY OF OPPORTUNITY = ™™
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The idea of giving people equal opportunity early in Do Our Children Have ,! Chance!
life, whatever their socioeconomic background, is

embraced across the political spectrum - as a matter The 2010 Humas Cxi QR e Caribbezn

of fairness for the left and as a matter of personal )

effort for the right. [...] Thus, shifting the debate from . =
inequality of income or earnings to inequality of _—— "““'
opportunity, and to the policies needed to tackle that | ssEm e 55 e SR

e \

inequality, might facilitate a political and policy o 3y ' L A\ 2
consensus. When the focus of the debate is on ~ e
inequality of income or any other outcome, the views
about how much to redistribute - if any at all - and
through which mechanisms would vary from left to
right across the political spectrum. However, when the
focus shifts to the equalization of opportunity, political
consensus about the need to reduce inequity is easier
to achieve, and the direction this principle gives to
policy is clearer

(Paes de Barros, Ferreira, Molinas Veqga,
& Saavedra Chanduvi, 2009, p. xvii; 27).
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Early childhood programmes increase education
attainment and productivity, resulting in higher
earnings and social mobility. No matter what
internationally agreed goal you take, it is the
poorest and marginalized groups that are deprived
of education, health care and other basic human
entitlements required to live in dignity. Early
childhood care and education is a starting point for
levelling the playing field. It is the greatest of
equalizers

(Irina Bockova, UNESCO 2010)




Is this renewed attention something to wish for?

|t is family background, parental education, good
parenting and the opportunities for learning and
development in those crucial years that together
matter more to children than money, in determining
whether their potential is realised in adult life (Field,
2010).

The Foundation Years:
preventing poor children
becoming poor adults

The repert of fhe Independens Reviess on Poverty and Life Clances

Frank Feld
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Return on investments

The earlier the investment, the greater the return ShOUld we le ave the dlS CU.SSiOIl
N— on the meaning of (early

e s s e childhood) education to
economists?
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INEQUALITY
IN ACCESS
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Why? A
A report for-th
“child guaran_}

Based on
reports in 28




Policy

Markets
“Choice”
Funding de
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EARLY LEARNING
AND CARE
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Schoolification

Is a problem in split systems
But not only there

A

Pre-vention
Pre-school
Pre-academic skills
Cfr IELS
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What image of the child?
What image of the adult?
What image of society?
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why would more school be the solution?
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The particular case of Flanders

If school is the problem,
And what about Finland?

How can we solve a problem
that we do not understand? S8\

We try to convince parents 43
of what they are convinced of I
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Focus groups with parents &
professionals

But will you love my child?

Professionals: my mother-like identity e
You have to turn your heart into a stone =

ﬁ'@ ¥ a’% wn‘aﬁmamxmatg
AT

mq{asmmn@nnmm{a‘
# AT AR A TR

?ﬂa‘"‘mmamgamma‘«m&ﬁamma '

mmﬁ%mmatamuw%
ww%«:a:uan o

The pressure of the next teacher

Care as a hindrance
Care as “leaking bodies”

P y



The particular case of Flanders
Focus groups with parents & professionals

The Cartesian split between mind and body

The idea that care and learning are two different
concepts

And that there is a hierarchy

Assistant teacher = the Cinderella of ECEC

DE RENE' DESCARTES. S -
peificie interieure du cerueau, fe raportea chacuh des
autres membres; & chacun desautres points de la fuper-

ficie de la glande H 4 chacun des coftez vers le{quels

ces membres peuuent eftre tournez : En {orte que les
mouuemens de ces membres, & leurs idées, peuuent
eftre caufez reciproquement I'vn par laucre. :
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Et de plus, pour entendreicy par occafion,comment; Lxxvi.

" Comment

lors que les deux yeux de cetee machine, & les orzanes v



A lack of reciprocity
False perceptions
o< (Hide and see) s,
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An analysis of 13 curricula reveals:

Parent,pﬁﬁcipation 1s defined without parent participation
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Okay, we lack care...
But what about the learning (of language)?

Observations of 4 classes

2 children ‘at risk’ per class

25-3y

During one year

With 2 cameras

A selection of 100 hours (x2) of video
Quantitative and qualitative analysis
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m Kringmoment: kinderen in de kring teh s - :
® Vrij spelen in de klasin hoeken Waltlng Sllen_ g 2 _ 7 e _ . :
® Eetmoment koek of fruit , » <. % o u* v L 3 .‘ 8 i P

H Eetmoment tijdens de middag
M Opruimen

® Kleren aan- en uitdoen

m Gezamenlijk toiletbezoek

m Verplaatsing




Klas 2 kringmoment (gem.00:16:51)

Klas 2 koek en fruit
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FK 2 Klas 1 - Kwaliteit J-FK Interacties - Kring
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EMBRACING COMPLEXITY




How education is presented

A—2B

The child The adult
Passive Productive
Blank Autonomous
Homogeneous Homogeneous

Stages Fulfilled



What education is about

A

Diversities, cultures, gender, social
contexts, parents’ opinions, policies,
transitions between home and school,
systemic conditions
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